BEYOND FAIR TESTING:  AIR POLLUTION





Exercise 4: The effects of air pollution and acid rain in Asia 


What is it like living in the middle of a toxic cloud?

In this exercise, you will find out some of the effects of air pollution and acid rain in Asia. 

Read the following article from the DailyTelegraph on 13 August, 2002. The article describes the devastating effects that air pollution and acid rain have on human health and the environment in Asia. 
While you read this article, use coloured pens or pencils and follow the directions below.

· Find effects that you think are (or might be) caused by air pollution: underline these in BLACK.

· Find what you think might be the causes of air pollution, and underline these in RED.
· Use BLUE to underline the description of how air pollution is being carried to different regions of Asia.


Toxic umbrella that is choking Asia

(Filed: 13/08/2002)

Alex Spillius reports from Bangkok on the world's new atmospheric pollution problem, a two-mile high deadly brown cloud of pollution stretching from Afghanistan to China. 

Welcome to beautiful, charming Asia. Land of exotic settings, sumptuous sunsets and, we now learn, more acid rain than Europe and North America combined. Those of us who live under the "Asian Brown Cloud" knew that the air around us and above us was bad; we just did not know how bad until the release of a United Nations report identifying the world's new atmospheric pollution phenomenon. The study makes for uncomfortable reading. A toxic umbrella stretches from Afghanistan to China, critically disrupting weather patterns, causing droughts and floods. Foul air is sending thousands upon thousands of people to premature deaths from respiratory illness. Harvests are ruined. Half the world's population is affected.

The two-mile-high cloud could be carried by prevailing air currents across the world in a week and could distort climate patterns in Europe. The viscous haze has a depressingly wide range of causes: aerosols, forest fires, fossil fuels burnt in industry, power stations and an ever-growing number of vehicles; emissions from millions of inefficient cookers burning wood, cow dung and other "bio-fuels".  In Bangkok, the weather doesn't provide much to talk about: it is either hot or very hot, quite humid or very humid. But pollution is almost as commonly discussed in Asia - at least by expatriates - as the weather is at home.

A dinner party almost invariably produces a round of pollution stories: the friends whose children developed chronic asthma in Delhi; the horrors of heavy industrial waste in Beijing; the filth in the sea off the beaches near Bangkok. But anybody who endured the 1997 haze in Kuala Lumpur or Singapore generally wins the raconteur's first prize. The smog caused by forest and plantation fires in Indonesia was so intense that visibility was reduced to yards, schools were closed and children had to stay indoors. The populations of whole cities wore protection masks. A plane crash-landed in Borneo killing all on board. And still the fires blight South-East Asia every year.
Reporting from the region has involved regular disasters of landslides, flood and famine. Vietnam is now expecting its third year of heavy floods. Millions in Bangladesh and north-eastern India are already cut off by heavy rain but, after the mass deaths two years ago, have barely made the news. Large areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan where there were once abundant orchards of grapes, pomegranates, apples, apricots and plums have turned to desert. A spectacularly harsh winter in Afghanistan in 2000-01 claimed hundreds of lives and sent thousands into refugee camps. The UN Environment Programme study, compiled by 200 scientists, has drawn this climatic calamity together and given the trend a name - the Asian Brown Cloud - which it probably needs if proper local action is to be taken. It would be encouraging to think that the combination of factors that have put this noxious blanket over our heads would merit discussion at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg beginning later this month. But it is apparently too late to be squeezed on to even the biggest agenda in the history of conferences. Those of us who live in Asia will have to seek consolation in the striking landscapes and dramatic dusks, even if they are getting hazier by the day.
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ACTIVITY 2.2: THE DAMAGING EFFECTS OF ACID RAIN AND AIR POLLUTION





ACTIVITY 2.2: THE DAMAGING EFFECTS OF ACID RAIN AND AIR POLLUTION
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