

Exercise 2: Creating scattergraphs on a spreadsheet


How can you create a scattergraph on a spreadsheet? 

In this exercise, you will use data provided on a spreadsheet to create scattergraphs.

Look at the spreadsheet labelled ‘Exercise 2’ in Excel file ‘Activity 3.1, Ex1_2’. This contains air quality and weather data for London, in May and June 2004.

Study the instructions below and create scattergraphs which show:

1. how the levels of nitrogen dioxide are related to the amount of rain

2. how the levels of sulfur dioxide relate to the minimum temperature.


Instructions for creating a scattergraph

Suppose you want to create a scattergraph which shows how sulfur dioxide concentration levels relate to nitrogen dioxide levels for May 2004.

This is what to do:

· Mark the readings for the x-variable (in this example, this is the nitrogen dioxide levels) for the period you wish to create the scattergraph (in this example, this is May 2004, Cells I11-I41)

· Keeping the ‘Control’ button on your keyboard pressed, mark the readings for the y-variable (in this example, this is the sulfur dioxide levels) for the same period (Cells J11-J41).

· Click ‘Chart Wizard’. This takes you to:

Step 1: Select ‘XY-Scatter’, first sub-type. Click Next.

Step 2: Select ‘Series in’: Columns. Click Next.

Step 3: Select ‘Titles’:

Type-in the title of the chart (In this example, this is ‘Sulfur dioxide vs nitrogen dioxide concentration levels in London, May 2004’) 

Type-in ‘category x-axis’ (In this example, this is ‘Nitrogen dioxide concentration (ppb)’)

Type-in ‘category y-axis’ (In this example, this is ‘Sulfur dioxide concentration (ppb)’).

· Click ‘Finish’. This gives you your graph.
· Click on the ‘Series’ box. Press Delete.
You should then have the graph shown in the spreadsheet, starting at cell L10.
You may wish to enlarge your graph. To do so, click and drag at the corners of the graph.





































ACTIVITY 3.1:  WORKING WITH SCATTERGRAPHS
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