BEYOND FAIR TESTING:  SPIDERS




What kind of animal are spiders?
In this activity you will find out about how scientists group spiders. 

Read the passage below, then: 
· Find the words denoting groups of animals to which spiders belong. Highlight or underline these in RED.


· Find the words denoting groups of spiders. Highlight or underline these in BLUE.

· Find the words denoting species of spiders. Highlight or underline these in GREEN.
Grouping animals

Animals are divided into vertebrates and invertebrates. Spiders are invertebrates, which means they do not have a backbone. Instead, they have a hard outside skeleton called an exoskeleton. Spiders belong to a group of invertebrates called arthropods. Arthropods are divided up into smaller groups. Spiders belong to the arachnids, and share this group with ticks, scorpions and mites. 

Spiders have eight legs, a head region and an abdomen. They have a pair of fangs, which they use to kill and eat their prey. They are abundant in both number and species, showing great diversity.

Some spiders build webs, where they spend most of their lives, so spiders are divided into web-builders and non-web builders. Different spiders build different types of webs, but the most well known is the orb-web. This is the type we often think of when thinking about spiders. Web-builders are divided into orb-weavers and non orb-weavers. 

Orb-weavers form different families. When grouping animals, the word family means a group of similar species. It is a different use of the word from the idea of a family of parents and their young. In Britain, there are spiders which belong to the following families: the Araneidae, the Uloboridae, the Tetragnathidae, the Theridiosomtidae and the Metidae.  Each one of these families builds an orb web unique to them, so we can tell which family a spider is from by looking at its web.

One spider in the Araneidae family is the tropical Nephila. It builds giant orb-webs, which are up to 2 metres wide. This spider itself is two or three inches long, with leg spans of up to 20 cm across. Another member of the Araneidae family is the Araneus diadematus, which is also known as the garden spider. It builds a typical orb-web which is quite large compared to the size of the spider (which is about 1cm long). It is found all over Britain from late spring to early autumn.




































ACTIVITY 2.5: WHAT KIND OF ANIMAL ARE SPIDERS?
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