BEYOND FAIR TESTING:  SPIDERS




Do you know how to use a key?

In this activity, you will learn how to use a key to identify pond invertebrates. 
Keys help us to find out the name of an organism which we have not seen before.

In this activity you are going to use a pond invertebrate key to help you identify the animals you will find in the school pond. Afterwards, you will answer some questions about how the key helped you to identify them.
Collecting and identifying pond invertebrates


Equipment:

Pond water

Pond invertebrate key

Magnifying glass

Paintbrush

Petri dishes

White tray

· Collect some pond water in the white tray. 
· Fill some petri dishes with a bit of the pond water: this is to place your pond invertebrates in while you try to identify them

· Using your eye and the magnifying glass, carefully start to look at the mini animals (invertebrates) that are swimming around in the pond water.

· Carefully collect one or two of the invertebrates and place them in the petri dish. Use the magnifying glass to look at them more carefully.

· Start to identify your invertebrates using the key. Fill in your results as you identify each invertebrate: there is a table on the next page.
· Try to identify as many invertebrates as you can. Do not rush. Many invertebrates are fast and will hide, so look slowly and gently through the water.
· When you have finished, return all the invertebrates to where you got them from.


Table of pond invertebrates 

	Name
	Drawing
	Description

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Answer the following questions:

1.
Looking at your drawings and make a list of similarities and differences between the species you have found.
Similarities: 






Differences:

2. What were the main features of each invertebrate that helped you to distinguish between different species? (For example, was it the number of legs, the body shape, the size?)
3. How did you use the key to help you identify the invertebrates?
4.
What features do you think it is important to have in a key that helps you to identify animals?
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ACTIVITY 3.3:  USING AN IDENTIFICATION KEY TO IDENTIFY POND INVERTEBRATES
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